Sussex & District Chamber of Commerce
27 Winter Street

Sussex NB E4E 2H9
Info@SussexDistrictChamber.ca

(506) 433-1845

May 8th, 2024
Hon. Sean Fraser

Minister of Housing, Infrastructure and Communities

Government of Canada
Confederation Building, Suite 230
House of Commons, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OAG6

Via email: sean.fraser@parl.gc.ca

Dear Minister Fraser,
Subject: Urgent Call for Funding Support for Flood Mitigation Plan in Sussex, NB

On behalf of the Sussex & District Chamber of Commerce, representing local businesses
and economic interests in our community, | am writing to advocate for immediate funding
allocation towards the implementation of a comprehensive flood mitigation plan in Sussex,
New Brunswick.

The recurring incidences of flooding in our region have inflicted substantial economic
losses, disrupted business operations, and undermined investor confidence. A“once in a
lifetime” flood has occurred four times in the last 10 years in our area. As a Chamber of
Commerce deeply committed to the prosperity and resilience of the Greater Sussex Area,
we recoghize the urgency of addressing this pressing issue and ensuring the long-term
viability of our local economy.

The proposed flood mitigation plan from municipal government encompasses a range of
strategic interventions aimed at reducing flood risk, protecting critical infrastructure, and
safeguarding businesses against the impacts of flooding. These measures are vital to
enhancing the overall resilience of our community and fostering a conducive environment
for business growth and investment.

We urge all levels of government to prioritize and allocate the necessary funding support
towards the implementation of this critical plan. By investing in flood mitigation measures,


mailto:sean.fraser@parl.gc.ca

we can mitigate risks, lower insurance premiums, and create a more attractive
environment for businesses to thrive.

Furthermore, proactive investment in flood resilience not only protects businesses and
property but also promotes economic stability, preserves jobs, and sustains local
livelihoods. The cost of inaction far outweighs the investment required to implement
effective flood mitigation measures.

We call upon our government partners to demonstrate leadership and commitmentin
addressing the challenges posed by flooding in Sussex. Together, we can build a stronger,
more resilient community that is better equipped to withstand future environmental threats
and economic uncertainties.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Trevor Steeves, President - Sussex & District Chamber of Commerce

cc: Hon. Dominic LeBlanc, Minister of Public Safety, Democratic Institutions and

Intergovernmental Affairs, MP, Beauséjour
cc: Hon. Rob Moore, MP, Fundy Royal

cc: Hon. Blaine Higgs, Premier, Province of New Brunswick
cc: Hon. Richard Ames, Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure

cc: Hon. Kris Austin, Minister of Public Safety

cc: Mayor Marc Thorne & Council, Municipality of Sussex



